ITALY: BIRTHPLACE OF THE RENAISSANCE
I. Italy’s Advantages—1300-1600

1)  Renaissance: Rebirth of art & learning; starts in Italy and spreads North. (Rest of Europe recovering from 100 Yrs. War)

A) Urban Centers

1) Cities: Italy was urban, rest of Europe was rural; in cities people exchange new ideas.

2) Economic changes:  Plague hurt cities—fewer workers, survivors want higher wages.

B) Merchants & the Medici

1) City-States: ran their own affairs; collected taxes, had their own armies.

2) Merchants:  wealthiest, most powerful class, they dominated politics.  Individual achievement was important

3) Medici Family: lived in Florence, had a fortune in trade & banking (30 Yrs.) they ruled as dictators—SUPPORTED THE ARTS!!!

C) Classical Heritage

1) Reason for Renaissance: Italy—artists drew inspiration from the ruins of Rome.

2) Scholars:  1300s; studied ancient Latin manuscripts (found in monasteries)
II. Classical & Worldly Values

A) Classics Lead to Humanism

1) Humanism:  focused on human potential & achievements.

2) Humanities: history, literature, philosophy (classical education) artists also reflected this

B) Enjoyment of Worldly Pleasures—enjoy life without offending God.

1) Wealthy: openly enjoyed material luxuries, fine music, & tasty foods.

2) Secular:  worldly & concerned with the here & now instead of the afterlife.

C) Patrons of the Arts—popes financially supported the arts

1) Patrons:  financially supported the arts
D) The Renaissance Man—artistic genius

1) “Universal Man”: man who mastered almost every area of study; eventually called a Renaissance man.

2) A young man should be charming, witty, & well educated in the classics, he should dance, sing, play music & write poetry.  He should be a skilled rider, wrestler, & have self control. (Castiglione wrote The Courtier saying this)

E) The Renaissance Woman

1) Upper class women: should know classics & be charming.  They are expected to inspire art, not create it.
III. Renaissance Revolutionizes Art

1) Renaissance Artists:  often portrayed religious subjects, but used a realistic style, copied from classical models.  Greek/Roman subjects also.

A) New Techniques

1) Donatello:  made sculpture more realistic by carving natural postures & expressions that reveal personality.

2) Perspective:  indicates 3 dimensions.  (objects close, farther away and really far away)

B) Leonardo, Renaissance Man

1) Leonardo da Vinci: painter, sculptor, inventor, & scientist.  True “Renaissance Man” He was very interested in how things worked. (muscles, leaves, etc.)

2) Leonardo’s Works: Mona Lisa, Last Supper, etc.  17 of his paintings survive today; some unfinished.

C) Raphael Advances Realism

1) Raphael:  Learned from studying works of Michaelangelo and Leonardo; painted Madonna & child (hanging up in Pope Julius II’s library)

D) Women Painters

1) Sofonisba Anguissola:  1st woman artist to gain international reputation.


2) Artemisia Gentileschi:  trained w/ painter father & helped  w/ his work.  Painted strong, heroic women.

IV. Renaissance Writers Change Literature

1) Vernacular:  native language instead of Latin (Italian)

2) Renaissance Writers:  wrote either for self-expression or to portray individuality of their subjects.

A) Petrarch & Boccaccio

1) Francesco Petrarch:  poet, wrote in Italian/Latin.  Known for writing sonnets (14 line poem)
2)  Boccaccio:  writes in sarcasm about the plague—uses humor (makes light of horrible times)


B)  Machiavelli Advises Rulers



1) The Prince:  examines the imperfect conduct of human beings.  Says how a ruler can gain power, in spite of his enemies.  Most people are selfish, fickle, & corrupt.


2)  To succeed in a wicked world a prince must be strong as a lion & shrewd as a fox.  Might have to trick his enemies & his own people for the good of the state.

C)  Women Writers:  wrote about personal subjects, not politics.


1) End of 15th Century:  ideas spread North to France, Germany, England & they adopted Renaissance ideals to their own ways.
