NOTES—AGE OF EXPLORATION
*1100—European crusaders battled Muslims in S.W. Asia. (ended in 1270)
*1275—Marco Polo reached China.

*Europeans had neither the interest nor the ability to explore foreign lands.

*1400s—desire for wealth (main), spread of Christianity, advances in sailing/technology, Scientific Revolution began.

*Merchants/traders hoped to benefit from trade of spices/luxury goods—Asia.


Spices—nutmeg, ginger, cinnamon, pepper (flavor) Demand increased, 



Supply decreased, so prices increased, and profit increased.

*Muslims/Italians control trade of goods from East to West (Mediterranean).  Muslims sold goods to Italian merchants—increased prices.
*Monarchs—England, Spain, Portugal, & France (Nation-States) wanted their own sea route to Asia.

*After Crusades, European nations felt they had sacred duty (convert non-Christians to Christianity.)


*While trading goods;

Christianize too!!

 *Gold, God, & Glory (3 G’s are motives for exploration)

*Technology—Caravel(new boat with triangle sails instead of squares)



*Compass—Chinese


Navigational techniques—Astrolabe—brass circle with rings (stars) that marked degrees.

*Bartolomeu Dias—Portugal is the first to set sail, around Africa, eventually into the Indian Ocean.

*1415—Prince Henry—conquered Ceuta (N. Africa)—spices, gold, silver, jewels.  Wanted to spread Christian faith.  Founded navigation school (map makers, instrument makers, shipbuilders, scientists, sea captains)

*Dias—sails past southern tip of Africa (Cape of Good Hope), turns around. (Aug. 1487-Feb.1488)
*1498—Vasco da Gama—Portugal reaches Calicut (India) 27,000 mile voyage. (July 1497-May 1498)
*1492—Columbus (Italy)—convinces Spain to finance him.  Finds Caribbean Islands, paves the way to colonization of Americas.  (Spain/Portugal fight over land.)

*Pope Alexander VI (1493) keeps the peace, sets up Line of Demarcation; 


East—Portugal, West—Spain.

*Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) signed by Spain/Portugal to honor the line.

*Conflict/Scrambling to colonize:


*1509—Portugal defeats a Muslim fleet & takes control of spice trade.


*1510—Captured Goa (India); sailed further East (Indonesia) East Indies


*1511—Captured Malacca; seized waterway & control of Spice Islands


*1521—Ferdinand Magellan arrived in Philippines (Spain)


*1600s—English/Dutch challenge Portugal’s dominance; Dutch owns 



    Largest fleet (20,000 ships)

*Dutch East India Company—trade; mint money, make treaties, & raise own army.

*Europeans battle for share of Indian Ocean trade.

*Influence port cities—not interior of countries (YET!!)

