Mr. August 



     12th Grade English


         Advanced Placement

Course Syllabus

General Introduction:

The AP Literature course focuses on the close reading of literature and the free exchange of ideas through participation in student-centered discussion.  Discussions are patterned on a college-orientated seminar style.  Students are encouraged to interpret literature from various critical strategies to better recognize and understand the complexities and subtleties of each work.  As a natural complement to the readings and discussion, students will also respond in writing to develop and refine an effective, mature style.

Throughout the year, practice in “AP style” test-taking will be provided to familiarize students with content and format in preparation for the AP Literature exam in May.

Anthology:  Myer, Michael The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature 7th ed. New York:  Bedford St Martin’s, 2005.

Texts:  Readings MAY include, but ARE NOT LIMITED to the following selections:

· Short stories from the anthology

· Poetry from the anthology or handouts

· Critical Essays and Literary Analysis
· Sophocles (Oedipus or Antigone)

· Shakespearian Tragedy/Comedy (Hamlet, King Lear, The Tempest, etc)

· Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
· The Death of Ivan Ilyich by Leo Tolstoy
· The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka
· The Stranger by Albert Camus
· Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett
· Frankenstein by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley
· Dr. Faustus by Christopher Marlowe
· Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
· The Dubliners and A Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce
· Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
· The Awakening by Kate Chopin
· The Turn of the Screw by Henry James
· The Things They Carried  by Tim O’Brien
Students will be advised well in advance of each unit of study to allow for through preparation.

Summer Reading Assignment:  Crime and Punishment must be read before school begins in September.

· Actively read Crime and Punishment, taking notes and annotating the text.
· Complete the journal assignment analyzing the text.  Journals focus on analysis of theme, tone, diction, symbol, and characterization.  Journals will be submitted to “turnitin.com”
· A composition piece based on a previous AP prompt will be given upon return to school in September.  The student will concentrate on creating an essay with a strong introduction (subject, clear thesis, and points of support), detailed supporting paragraphs using quotes from the work and appropriate literary criticism, and an effective closing paragraph providing the piece with adequate closure.
Grading:

· Writing
50%

· Journals
20%

· Participation
15%

· Quizzes
15%

Writing includes all out-of-class assignments as well as in-class timed writings.  The AP Writing Rubric will be used to grade assignments.  Essays will count as major grades (100 points).    Essays are due on the assigned date to “turnitin.com”.  NO EXCEPTIONS (even if you are absent from school).  The late policy is as follows:   Essays will lose one full letter grade per day; for example, an A paper turned in two days late will receive a C at best. After the third day, papers will receive a zero. A zero score will significantly impact your overall grade and affect your chances for passing the MP.  
· Attractive, error-free presentation of assignments is important.  Final copies of out-of-class assignments must be typed and submitted to “turnitin.com” (no exceptions) using the format specified (double spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman, etc).  Please note, journals are also expected to be submitted using this format.
Journals will be kept for all major readings and are an integral part of the course. All journals must be typed and ready for class discussion.  The late policy for journals is as follows:  Journals may be submitted one day late for half credit.  Anything attempted to be submitted beyond the one day grace period will not be accepted and will receive a zero.

· Questions and format for each work will be assigned.  Journals will be graded periodically for quality and completeness.  Journals will also be submitted to “turnitin.com”
· Relevant, detailed, well-documented, insightful journal entries will be a great benefit to the student as they may be used as a source for tests and writing assignments.  

Participation in class and group activities is vital to success.  Sharing ideas enriches and broadens the learning experience.  If the student chooses to put his or her head down and not participate in class (this includes whole class discussions, journal exercises, small group activities, etc) please understand that this will affect the student’s grade and could ultimately lead to an unsatisfactory grade for the course.
Quizzes include announced and unannounced objective and short essay questions.
Expectations:

· It is the student’s responsibility to find out what work is missed due to absence and to make arrangements to complete the assignments.  I will not hunt you down for late assignments.
· Homework will be accepted for possible full credit one day after return to class after an absence.  Outside of an absence, homework will follow the late policy already stated.

· Tests may be made up before school or during study hall or lunch periods—not during class periods.

· Once again, essays and journal assignments are weighed grades and lateness will not be tolerated.
·  If the student is found to have plagiarized any assignment (essay, journals, questions, etc), a zero will be given for the assignment and parents and administration will be contacted.  No questions asked!

E-Mail Address:  daugust@neshaminy.org
PLEASE NOTE:

In this class, you get the grade you earn based on the effort you put into your work.  Time is valuable; therefore, do not waste my time or your time by giving me something less than your best effort.  At the end of the MP, your grade is how it stands--it is neither my policy nor my job to assign extra credit to fix your grade.

