Your assignment is to write a haiku about the winter.  You must follow the following rules:

1.  You may not use any word (or other form of the word) on the class list, except in your title.

2. The syllable pattern, as you know, is 5-7-5.  Keep this as a guideline, but, as I said in class, we should go for the spirit of this rule.  That is, if your haiku would be better by slightly breaking the stated syllable count, then break it.

3.  Attempt to capture a single moment (preferably in nature—think of a photographic snapshot) or an “Aha!” moment.  

4.  Have a strategy, such as comparison, contrast, association, and/or implied metaphor or simile.

5.  Use specific images.

Some Examples:

moving into the sun



Come, let’s go
the pony takes with him


snow-viewing
some mountain shadow


till we’re buried
Jane Reichhold, Frogpond VII:3

Basho, Translated by Lucien Stryk
Drumbeat of Hailstone



and the wolf



forest trail—
howling




in the air the scent of
in the chimney



snowmobile exhaust
Posted by Poet in Residence 


Posted by Jim Tantillo
Winterhaiku2007.blogspot


Winterhaiku2007.blogspot
From former students:
Survival




Exhale

Scurrying for nuts,



Whistles blow and hang

looking in desperation,


in the air while children play,

the chipmunk shivers.


their breaths rising up.


--Kyle




--Erin
Jealousy




Winter

A painted tree sits,



Girls with light tan lines

its neighbor bare and lifeless,


white against their darkened flesh
leaning with envy.



showing off their day.


--Joey 




--Becca
