Name ___________________________________
Date _______________________________

A.P. Psychology 

The Breakfast Club Assignment

John Hughes’ wildly popular 1985 film gave birth to the infamous “brat pack” of actors and actresses and set the standard by which all teen movies were evaluated for several years.  Emilio Estevez, Judd Nelson, Molly Ringwald, Anthony Michael Hall, and Ally Sheedy star as five totally different high school kids (an athlete, a criminal, a princess, a brain, and a basket case respectively)  who get to know each other while thrown together during an all-day Saturday detention session.  This film gives credence to Erik Erikson’s “storm and stress” view of adolescence.  Also included are compelling insights into adolescent struggles with:

1. Identity Formation - (Erik Erikson)
2. Moral Reasoning 
3. Self-esteem 
4. Sexual Activity 
5. Relationship with Parents 
6. Relationship with Peers 
Assignment:
Choose your favorite character. In the first box, describe a specific example from the movie when that character struggled with each of the dilemmas listed above.  Be complete in the explanation of your example. In the second box describe what Erik Erikson might say about the character’s struggle in relation to his Eight Stages of Man theory.  Be sure to write in complete, coherent sentences.





CHARACTERS





Andrew Clark (Athlete)






John Bender (Criminal)






Claire Standish (Princess)






Brian Johnson (Brain)






Allison Reynolds (Basket case)
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