ROMAN EMPIRE
*Rome—Greek civ. Declining; Rome is becoming more powerful/successful.  Preserved Greek art, philosophy/religion, and drama.

*Government—Balance between a monarchy (Emperor), 2 consuls (army/gov’t), aristocracy (nobles, Senate—300 members for life), & democracy (people, assemblies (citizen/ soldiers)
Republic: form of gov’t in which power rests w/ citizens who have the right to vote for leaders.  
Who voted? Free Roman citizens (men) could vote.
Dictator: A leader who had absolute power to make laws & command the army.

12 Tables (laws of Rome)

*Army—all citizens (own land) are required to serve (10 yrs.)  
Legion—military unit (5,000 soldiers); Calvary—soldiers on horseback
*Battle: The strength of the legion was its flexibility, organization, & skill in battle
*Conquered people: Treated w/ justice.  Had to acknowledge Roman leadership, pay taxes, and supply soldiers for the Roman army. (They could keep their own customs, money, and local government.

*265 B.C.—Rome has control over all of Italy

*264 B.C.—Rome battles Carthage for control over Mediterranean (Punic Wars)  Romans win—conquer Macedonia, Greece, & Turkey.

*Julius Caesar—60 B.C.— After Civil War,(poor unhappy!) gets elected to the triumvirate: Group of 3 leaders, Caesar ruled with. 
Reforms: He is a strong leader, military genius, inspirational speaker, created jobs for the poor, landless could now own land, increased pay for soldiers.
Named dictator for life; threat to nobles.


*Absolute Ruler: Someone who rules without limits put on them.
 *Conspiracy; Caesar’s Death: he is murdered on the Senate floor—after his death Civil War breaks out.
*2nd Triumvirate comes to power, create a powerful empire

*Pax Romana—“Roman Peace”, lasted 207 years, 27 B.C.—180 A.D. 
Accomplishments: Population increased, agriculture & trade; stable gov’t. 5 “Good emperors”.  Gladiators!!
*Rise of Christianity—Roman power spreads to Judea 63 B.C., Jesus was born around 4 B.C., in Bethlehem, he was born a Roman Jew & was a carpenter.  Large crowds would gather to hear his message (miracles), started to spread his teachings.  Cristos “savior” *Sacraments, Ten Commandments, 1 God, Popularity is a threat to Roman/Jewish leaders, so sentenced to death on the cross. (poor)  Apostles followed him and spread Christianity.  
Reasons Christianity Grew: *Becomes a world religion, embraced all people, promised life after death, gave hope to powerless.
*Fall of Roman Empire—


a) Political Causes—No loyalty/Bad leadership; division into East/West; serving in gov’t seen as a burden, not reward; capital moves to Byzantium

b) Military Causes—Discipline/loyalty collapsed; Persians threaten East; loyalty to commander NOT Rome; recruit mercenaries (foreigners), who fought for $ (not loyal); funds for defense decrease.

c) Economic Causes—Inflation (decrease in value of $); gov’t raised taxes; wealthy spending on luxuries; soil losing fertility, food shortages; diseases-population decreasing; slaves-cheap labor; war destroyed farmland; trade disrupted by barbarians/pirates.

d) Social/Cultural Causes—decrease in public affairs; lost patriotism to Rome; corruption; clashing of rich & poor.

e) Outside/Immediate Causes—Germanics (barbarians) pour into empire & overwhelm structure—pushed by Huns; direct threat (Attila), Mongols (Asia); toppled Rome.
**Although there is talk of the “fall” of Rome, the Roman empire is still on the map until 476 A.D.  An emperor still ruled the eastern Roman empire, which continued to exist for another 1,000 years under the name Byzantine empire.  “Fall of Rome” is short for a long, slow change from one way of life to another. 
**MIDDLE AGES**
MIDDLE AGES (Medieval Period) 500-1500 A.D.
*Roman Empire declining (government, economy, culture)


*Disruption of trade (invaders/$ is scarce), downfall of cities (abandoned), population shifts. (nobles retreated to rural areas)
*Feudalism—Political system of M.A.  *Based on land ownership—loyalty to Lord.  Because of invasions from Vikings & Muslims it caused disorder & suffering for Europeans; central authority proved powerless, people turned to local rulers with armies.
*Manor system—Economic system of M.A.

*Lord’s Estate & economic arrangement—Lord provides housing, farmland, & protection, in turn for work on the Estate.
*4 Classes of people/roles—Feudal pyramid


A) King/Lord


B) Nobles/church officials


C) Knights-code of chivalry (set of ideals that demanded a knight fight bravely)


D) Peasants/serfs
*Women’s roles—church viewed women as inferior, yet their roles were limited to home & convent.  Most women were poor & powerless.  A noblewoman could inherit an Estate from husband.  Could fight, but not eligible to receive land as reward.
*Role of the Church— 

  (Political/Spiritual)—education declined; priests/church officials were literate; set up monasteries (centers of learning); 
*Amid the weak central gov’ts, the church emerged as a powerful institution (conflict w/ pope (spiritual) & rulers (political); power was based on status.
*3 Classes of Clergy—Pope (head), bishops, priests (main contact w/ people)
*Canon Law—Law of church (marriage & religious practices); established courts to try people. Excommunication—banishment from church. Interdict—sacraments/ religious services could not be performed. (Hell)
*Church tax (tithe)-1/10 of income.
*Crusades—In 1093, the Byzantine Emperor sent a letter to the Pope (Urban II); asking for help against the Muslims threatening his land; so a “Holy War” was called to gain control of the holy land. 200 years of fighting; 4 Major Crusades; Children’s Crusade; were “unsuccessful”.
*Effects—Lessened power of Pope & nobles, King becomes stronger, Italian cities grow rich & expand trade, Muslims increasingly distrust Christians, trade grows between Europe & Asia; European technology improves.
*1100—Emergence of trade (Crusades), guilds (unions), universities (interest in learning, revival of ancient Greek works/scholars; challenged church’s power-nationalism increasing), improvement in agriculture. (3 field system, used horses.)
*1300s—Great Schism—1305-Pope in France, Italy, Pisa (3 Popes); divides church, people questioned faith

   *Bubonic Plague—Black Death—disease that wipes out 1/3 of Europe’s population

   *Hundred Years War—1337-1453-between England & France, fought in France, France eventually wins.  Longbow, Joan of Arc, “Unofficial end of M.A.”
**RENAISSANCE**

