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The Catcher in the Rye

Journal Writing

Date


Chapters Due




Tuesday, 11/27
1-4





Friday, 11/30

5-8

Monday, 12/3
9-10

Thursday, 12/6
11-13





Monday, 12/10
14-17


Thursday, 12/13
18-22



 

Monday, 12/17
23-26 (Test)



Expect quizzes.

A double-entry journal requires you to select passages from the text (with page numbers) and respond to them using a two-column format.  Your responses should be a mixture of the following:


1.  Reflections, commentary, musings


2.  Connections to other texts, world, self


3.  Considerations of literary techniques


4.  Significance

You must complete at least one journal entry for each reading selection. Bring your journals to class on the reading selection due dates.

Choose one of the following:

1.  The novel captures Holden Caulfield's value system.  Some of his values are stated directly and clearly, while others are demonstrated only indirectly, often by defining through the opposite.  Define, as comprehensively as you can, Holden's values.

2.  Holden begins and ends the novel talking to a psychiatrist.  Does Holden have psychological problems or is he normal?  What does Salinger seem to be implying about normalcy?

3.  Choose one of the thematic ideas listed below and apply it to the novel. Remember: The purpose here is not to simply show that the novel deals with this theme, but to discuss how exactly the novel deals with it.  In other words, what should the reader understand about this theme after reading the novel?

A.  Loss of Innocence


B. Maturation


C. Rites of Passage



D. Truth

