French Revolution - Flow Chart Reading
The Beginning of the Revolution. When King Louis XVI (ruled 1774-1792) could not raise more money to finance the government, The king wanted to tax 2nd estate to raise the money, The second estate forced King Louis XVI to call the Estates General (an assembly of representatives from the all 3 estates) into session – to get approval to the tax changes. It met in May 5, 1789 for the first time in 175 years. Immediately, there was a problem about voting. Since each Estate had only one vote, the First and Second Estates could out vote the Third Estate, two votes to one. The Third Estate did not like this arrangement. Its members wanted each representative to have a vote. (The Third Estate had 600 representatives, the Second, 300, and the First, 300.) When the First and Second Estates disagreed, the Third Estate withdrew from the Estates General.
On June 17, 1789 the delegates of the 3rd Estate voted to establish the National Assembly. In effect marking the end of absolute monarchy and the beginning of representative government. This vote was the first deliberate act of revolution.

Three days later, on June 20, 1789, the Third Estate delegates found themselves locked out of their meeting room. They broke down a door to an indoor tennis court, pledging to stay until they had drawn up a new constitution. Their pledge was called the Tennis Court Oath.

In response, Louis tried to make peace with the Third Estate by yielding to the National Assembly's demands. He ordered the nobles and the clergy to join the Third Estate in the 
National Assembly. At the same time, sensing trouble, the king stationed his mercenary army 
of Swiss guards in Paris, since he no longer trusted the loyalty of the French soldiers.

In Paris, rumors flew that foreign troops were coming to massacre French citizens. People gathered weapons in order to defend Paris against the king's foreign troops. On July 14, 1789 a mob tried to get gunpowder from the Bastille, a Paris prison. The angry crowd overwhelmed the king's soldiers, and the Bastille fell into the control of the citizens. The fall of the Bastille became a great symbolic act of revolution to the French people.

Three weeks later, on August 26, 1789 the National Assembly adopted a statement of revolutionary ideals called "A Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen," commonly known as the Declaration of the Rights of Man. Reflecting the influence of Enlightenment ideas and of the Declaration of Independence, the document stated that “men are born and remain free and equal in rights” and that “the aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural... rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.” Other articles of the famous document guaranteed citizens equal justice, freedom of speech, and freedom of religion. 
As the French people embraced the principles of the declaration, the expression “Liberty, Equality Fraternity” became the slogan of the Revolution.
In October 1789, approximately 6,000 Parisian women rioted over the rising price of bread. Their anger quickly turned against the king and queen. Seizing knives and axes, the women and a great many men marched on the Palace Versailles. They broke into the palace and killed two guards. The women demanded that Louis and Marie Antoinette come to Paris. Finally, the king agreed to take his wife and children to Paris. Three hours later the king, his family, and servants left Versailles, never again to see their magnificent palace. Their exit signaled the change of power and radical reforms about to overtake France.

As the National Assembly restructured the relationship between church and state, Louis XVI pondered his fate as a monarch. Some of the king's advisers warned Louis that he and his family were in danger. Many supporters of the monarchy thought France unsafe and left the country. Then, in June 1791, Louis and his family tried to escape from France to the Austrian Netherlands. As they neared the French border, however, a postmaster recognized the king from his portrait on some paper money. The royal family was returned to Paris under guard. By his attempted escape, Louis XVI had increased the influence of his radical enemies and sealed his own doom.

Perhaps the National Assembly's most important work was the Constitution of 1791. It reformed the government by establishing a limited monarchy. After Louis XVI accepted the new constitution, the National Assembly was dissolved. A Legislative Assembly was elected to make laws for France.

In 1792, the new legislators faced threats from outside France. Prussia and Austria went to war with France to aid the royal family. Later, Britain, Spain, and Holland joined the fight against France.

The Convention also put Louis XVI on trial for treason. He was found guilty and in January 1793 beheaded. Soon a Committee of Public Safety, led by the Jacobins, directed the government.  The leader of the committee was Maximilien Robespierre. In mid-1793, the committee began a 
Reign of Terror. It arrested anyone suspected of opposing the committee, sympathizing with the monarchy, or aiding the enemies of France. Most of the people who were arrested were killed. Thousands were beheaded by a machine named the guillotine. Others were drowned or shot.
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