Extra Credit Assignment: U.S. and World History Movie Critique

Due: 
Task:  Choose a movie from the list below and view it in its entirety.  Complete the following tasks:
· Summarize the movie in 1-2 paragraphs, including plot development (what happened) and resolution (how it ended).

· Analyze the historical accuracy of the film.  Questions to think about:  

--Were the characters based on historical people?  

--Did the events that are depicted actually occur?  

--Is the geographical setting similar to the area it is supposed to depict?  

--Is there evidence of cultural bias?  

--Are there elements of the story missing?  This will require some research, as the textbook will most likely not be detailed enough.  Therefore, you must cite any sources used. 

· Provide a critique of the film as a work of art.  Consider:

      --Pacing

      --Quality of acting, costumes, special effects

      --Cinematography (use of the camera to create drama, visual impact)

· Rate the film from 0 to 4 stars, and provide a quick justification for your rating as if it were to appear in a newspaper.
· Pick at least one scene that you think I could use in class (please provide scene # and/or timing) and give an explanation.
Choices:

	Movie Title
	Rating
	Date
	Summary**

	The Butler
	PG-13
	2013
	As Cecil Gaines serves eight presidents during his tenure as a butler at the White House, the civil rights movement, Vietnam, and other major events affect this man's life, family, and American society. (132 mins.)

	Malcolm X
	PG-13
	1992
	Biographical epic of the controversial and influential Black Nationalist leader, from his early life and career as a small-time gangster, to his ministry as a member of the Nation of Islam. (202 mins.)

	Mississippi Burning
	R
	1988
	Two FBI agents with wildly different styles arrive in Mississippi to investigate the disappearance of some civil rights activists. (128 mins.)

	Selma
	PG-13
	2014
	A chronicle of Martin Luther King's campaign to secure equal voting rights via an epic march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama in 1965. (128 mins.)

	Ghosts of Mississippi
	PG-13
	1996
	A Mississippi district attorney and the widow of Medgar Evers struggle to finally bring a white racist to justice for the 1963 murder of the civil rights leader.

	 The Rosa Parks Story
	PG
	2002
	A seamstress recalls events leading to her act of peaceful defiance that prompted the 1955 bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama.

	42
	PG-13
	2013
	The story of Jackie Robinson from his signing with the Brooklyn Dodgers organization in 1945 to his historic 1947 rookie season when he broke the color barrier in Major League Baseball. (128 mins.)

	Remember the Titans
	PG
	2000
	The true story of a newly appointed African-American coach and his high school team on their first season as a racially integrated unit.

	The Long Walk Home
	PG
	1990
	Two women, black and white, in 1955 Montgomery Alabama, must decide what they are going to do in response to the famous bus boycott lead by Martin Luther King.
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**All descriptions from IMBD
Name ____________________________




Date __________________________
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	Plot Summary



	Historical accuracy



	Critique/Rating



	The selection of a scene that you think would be useful to use in the classroom to teach about the topic – please use the scene selection mode or counter if possible so that I can pinpoint those scenes



	Your signature indicates that you have actually watched the film and completed this assignment independently.

Student Signature
	Parent permission is required prior to viewing any film rated ‘R”.  Your signature indicates your child has watched the movie.
Parent Signature


