Extra Credit Assignment: U.S. and World History Movie Critique

Due:  
Task:  Choose a movie from the list below and view it in its entirety.  Complete the following tasks:
· Summarize the movie in 1-2 paragraphs, including plot development (what happened) and resolution (how it ended).

· Analyze the historical accuracy of the film.  Questions to think about:  

--Were the characters based on historical people?  

--Did the events that are depicted actually occur?  

--Is the geographical setting similar to the area it is supposed to depict?  

--Is there evidence of cultural bias?  

--Are there elements of the story missing?  This will require some research, as the textbook will most likely not be detailed enough.  Therefore, you must cite any sources used. 

· Provide a critique of the film as a work of art.  Consider:

      --Pacing

      --Quality of acting, costumes, special effects

      --Cinematography (use of the camera to create drama, visual impact)

· Rate the film from 0 to 4 stars, and provide a quick justification for your rating as if it were to appear in a newspaper.
· Pick at least one scene that you think I could use in class (please provide scene # and/or timing) and give an explanation.
Choices:

	Movie Title
	Rating
	Date
	Summary**

	Argo
	R
	2012
	Acting under the cover of a Hollywood producer scouting a location for a science fiction film, a CIA agent launches a dangerous operation to rescue six Americans in Tehran during the U.S. hostage crisis in Iran in 1980.

	All the Presidents Men
	R
	1976
	"The Washington Post" reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein uncover the details of the Watergate scandal that leads to President Richard Nixon's resignation.

	All the Presidents Men, Revisited
	PG
	2013
	Looks back at Watergate, the original game changer of America politics. How has Watergate changed the Presidency? What effect has the scandal had on our political leaders? And has hope and optimism forever been replaced in our national dialogue by doubt and cynicism?

	Erin Brockovich 
	R
	2000
	An unemployed single mother becomes a legal assistant and almost single-handedly brings down a California power company accused of polluting a city's water supply.

	China Syndrome
	PG
	1979
	A reporter finds what appears to be a cover-up of safety hazards at a nuclear power plant.

	Jar Head

	R
	2005
	Based on Marine Anthony Swofford's best-selling 2003 book about his pre-Desert Storm experiences in Saudi Arabia and about his experiences fighting in Kuwait. (125 mins.)

	The Day After


	PG
	1983
	The frightening story of the weeks leading up to and following a nuclear strike on the United States. The bulk of the activity centers around the town of Lawrence, Kansas.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


**All descriptions from IMBD
Name ____________________________




Date __________________________
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	Plot Summary



	Historical accuracy



	Critique/Rating



	The selection of a scene that you think would be useful to use in the classroom to teach about the topic – please use the scene selection mode or counter if possible so that I can pinpoint those scenes



	Your signature indicates that you have actually watched the film and completed this assignment independently.

Student Signature
	Parent permission is required prior to viewing any film rated ‘R”.  Your signature indicates your child has watched the movie.
Parent Signature


