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Your goal is to write an essay that attempts to define a term—an object or a concept—in a way that’s useful, worthwhile and, if possible, original.  You must consider what your readers already know, or think they know, about your topic.  Are there popular misconceptions that need to be done away with?  Are there aspects of the topic that are seldom considered?  Have particular experiences helped you understand the topic? When attempting to provide a definition, you could use a synonym, a formal definition (think: dictionary), or an extended definition.  For this paper, of course, we are primarily concerned with extended definition, though you are more than welcome to employ the other two as part of the overall approach.  

Consider this passage from the text before as you plan your essay:

“In an essay-length extended definition, you provide your readers with far more information than you would in a synonym or formal definition.  You are, in most cases, exploring the meaning of your topic, whether it be a single word, a concept, or an object.  In many cases, you must consider what your readers already know, or think they know, about your topic.  Are there popular misconceptions that need to be done away with?  Are there aspects of the topic that are seldom considered?  Have particular experiences helped you understand the topic?  You can use synonyms or formal definitions to help you define your topic, but you must convince your readers to accept your particular understanding of it” (Rosa, Eschholz 331-2).

I will use the Pennsylvania Writing Assessment Domain Scoring Guide as a rubric for this assignment. 

As always, seek to develop your syntactical abilities. Combine sentences using the structures we have discussed in class: participial phrases, appositive, and absolute phrases.

Use Clear and specific topic sentences.

