 NOTES—CIVILIZATIONS
*CIVILIZATION: A form of culture characterized by cities, specialized workers, complex institutions, record keeping, & advanced technology.

*Prehistoric Times vs. Recorded History:


--No written records of prehistoric people. (5,000 years ago)


--Archaeologists-scientists who study early settlements.


--Artifacts-remains of humans (jewelry, tools, clothing, etc.)


--How we study/learn about culture.

Development of Civilizations: 

*Villages turn into Cities-Centers of Trade.

*Specialized Workers-skilled in specific work.

*Complex Institutions-gov’t, laws, religion (organization)
*Record Keeping-documenting (writing) gov’t, religion, 


economic transactions (taxes, laws, rituals, wars,


natural disasters, kings, etc.)

*Advanced Technology-New tools & techniques (farming/hunting), pottery wheel (jugs, plates, bowls), Bronze Age

EARLY CIVILIZATIONS: Developed along river systems.

*Mesopotamia —Fertile Crescent-S.W. Asia along 


Tigris-Euphrates; people are called Sumerians—Invented the wheel, sail, plow, 1st to use Bronze, & have a form of writing.


*Egypt —Africa—Nile River—Pharaoh (god), pyramids,



hieroglyphics, math & geometry, medicine
    *Indus Valley —India—Indus/Ganges Rivers 2500 B.C.-
1750?; writing (not yet deciphered), plumbing & 
sewage systems

    *China —Huang He (Yellow)/Yangtze Rivers; symbolized 



writing system, silk, coined $, cast iron
**Migrating of people/goods/ideas & spreading of civilizations reflects a pattern that has occurred repeatedly throughout history.
