ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY
 SYLLABUS & COURSE EXPECTATIONS
NESHAMINY HIGH SCHOOL

MRS. MARKEY

emarkey@neshaminy.org




*MISSION STATEMENT:  
     Advanced Placement Psychology will demonstrate that Psychology is based on scientific research to explain human behavior and mental processes.  This college level course introduces students to the fascinating world of Psychology and prepares students to be successful on the National Advanced Placement Exam.  While learning how to apply psychological principles in daily life, students will investigate the role of scientific inquiry in the five (5) major domains that include; Methods of Research, Biopsychology, Cognitive Processes, Lifespan Development, and the Socio-Cultural Dimensions of Behavior.  There are fifteen (15) units within these five (5) major content areas.  This is a full year course and fulfills the credits required for Social Studies.

*COURSE TEXTBOOK:

Myers, David G., Myers’ Psychology For A.P., 2nd edition, (Worth Publishers, 2011).

*It is your responsibility to cover and protect your text! You should bring your text to class with you EVERYDAY!  If you lose or damage your text, the cost of replacing the book is approximately $100.

*COURSE EXPECTATIONS & PROCEDURES:

*NOTE: Students must be recommended for the course from their 11th grade social studies teacher and must have an ‘A’ or ‘B’ average from college/honors level class.

1.  It is expected that each student enrolled in A.P. Psychology will be taking The National A.P. Psychology Exam in May. Taking and subsequently passing the National Exam will earn you three (3) college credits and may exempt you from taking Psychology in college. (*Check with your college or university regarding their policy for A.P. courses.)  Each exam is approximately $85. 

2.  Come to class on time and PREPARED!  YOU MUST BRING YOUR NOTEBOOK TO EVERY CLASS!!!!

3.  There are many handouts, readings and assignments.  Write the date on all materials and place them in your notebook.  Organization of your notebook is very important!

4.  I expect respectful, cooperative and responsible behavior from ALL of you!

5.  Lavatory:  Use the lavatory before class or at your discretion.  Please do not interrupt class to use the lavatory.

6.  Attendance/Lateness:  Please be in your assigned seat at the start of each class period so that attendance can be taken and class can begin.  Lateness will not be tolerated and the policies of the Discipline Code are in place should it become a problem.
7.  Absences:  If your miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to get any work you missed.  All handouts given will be placed in the designated file folder, which you have access to at any time.  It is also your responsibility to turn in any assignments collected on the day you return.  I update my website daily with lectures, notes, and any assignments due. 
8.  Late Work:  Assignments are due on the date given.  Collected assignments may be submitted one day late for half credit.  They will not be accepted after one day late.  Checked assignments are not eligible for half credit.  Additionally, borrowing someone else’s work (cheating) or finishing an assignment during the first few minutes of class will result in no credit given to either you or both parties involved.
9.  Electronic Devices:  DO NOT use any electronic devices in class.  The policies of the Discipline Code are in place should it become an issue.

10.  Grading:  Your grade is based on the total points that you earn throughout the marking period.  There will be reading assignments, homework assignments, quizzes, tests, and projects.  Grades are published on e-school so that you or your parents may access your grades at any time.

11.  Graduation:  YOU MUST PASS THIS COURSE TO RECEIVE SOCIAL STUDIES CREDITS! YOU NEED THESE CREDITS TO GRADUATE!

*SYLLABUS:
*I highly recommend preparing yourself as early as possible for the National Exam in May. Purchase an AP Psychology National Exam Preparatory Book! 
I. Methods Domain

A. Science of Psychology and Statistics

II. Biopsychological Domain

A. The Biological Basis of Behavior

B. Sensation and Perception

C. Motivation and Emotion

D. Stress, Coping, and Health Psychology

III. Developmental Domain

A. Lifespan Development

B. Personality and Assessment

IV. Cognitive Domain

A. Learning

B. Memory

C. Cognition and Language

D. States of Consciousness

E. Intelligence and Mental Abilities

V. Sociocultural Domain

A. Psychological Disorders

B.  Treatment and Therapies

C. Social and Cultural Dimensions of Behavior (Social Psychology)

* Note: Syllabus subject to change at instructor’s discretion.

Student Name (Print):_______________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________________________________________
