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Neshaminy Sixth Grade: Understanding the Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	State and National
	Course Framework
	Neshaminy

	Standards
	
	Standards

	Government/Civics (PA Standards)

1. Explain the principles and ideals that shape any government.

2. Explain the essential characteristics of limited and unlimited governments and explain the advantages and disadvantages of those systems of government.

Economics (NES)

3. Explain the need for trade among people and nations given the uneven distribution of resources in the world.

Geography (NGS)

4. Analyze the forces of cooperation and conflict among people which influences the use, division and control of earth’s resources.

Culture (NCSS)

5. Explain and give examples of how language, literature, the arts, architecture, other artifacts, traditions, beliefs, values and behaviors contribute to the development and transmission of the culture of a civilization.

History (NCSS)

6. Identify and describe selected historical periods and patterns of change within and across civilizations.


	Pennsylvania, National, and Neshaminy Standards


	Neshaminy students will: 

There are five standards for students to achieve in the 6th grade program.  Each focus on the application of the five characteristics of a civilization to analyze a particular ancient society.

The common standard reads as follows:

Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in a particular ancient society, explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people, and identify the influences of that society on modern western civilizations.

The ancient societies to be analyzed are:

1. Mesopotamia

2. India
3. Greece

4. China
5. Egypt (This society will be studied last.  It will provide the laboratory for the student’s understanding of the development, unification, and expansion of a civilization.)



	
	Essential

Questions

answered in the Neshaminy

Curriculum
1. What does it mean to live in a “civilized society?”

2. How did civilizations influence one another in the ancient world?

3. How do members of a civilization (“insiders”) relate to nonmembers (“outsiders”)?

4. How has the experiences of ancient civilizations influenced life in the modern world?
	Essential Content Includes:

Major content focus is on applying the five characteristics of a civilization to each society studied.  Also, the themes of geography will assist in the analysis of each society.
	6. 

	
	
	Mesopotamia:

Evolution of societies from hunter-gathering to agricultural; unification of the Mesopotamian society; effects of successful societal growth and expansion; achievements of Mesopotamia…
	

	
	
	Egypt:

Economic and geographic importance of the Nile River; impact of the specialization of labor and the class structure; the level of impact the Egyptian society has had on western societies today. 
	

	
	
	Greece:

Development of democracy and comparisons of roles of citizens in various Greek city-states; the impact of philosophers on Greece; evolution of empires from city-states; the effect of cultural contact and societal expansion; the achievements and influence of the Greeks on the west…
	

	
	
	India: 

Analyze how the physical setting contributed to the location and rise of civilizations in India; describe what daily life may have been like in the Indus-Sarasvati region; Compare and contrast Hindu and Buddhism.

	

	
	
	Rome: 

This society will be studied last.  It will provide the laboratory for the students to display proficient or outstanding skills in writing.  The objective of this district academic assessment is to demonstrate an understanding of the manifestation of the five characteristics of civilization in Roman society.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Neshaminy District Performance Assessment: 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations

There are five district academic assessments based on the student’s ability to display proficient or outstanding skills in writing to demonstrate an understanding of the manifestation of the five characteristics of civilization in a particular ancient society.
	


	Course of Study:
	Sixth Grade  Social Studies Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	Course Length:
	
	Unit Value:
	
	Revision Date:
	June 2007


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS THAT THE COURSE CONTENT ANSWERS:

1. What does it mean to live in a “civilized society?”

2. How did civilizations influence one another in the ancient world?

3. How do members of a civilization (“insiders”) relate to nonmembers (“outsiders”)? 

4. How has the experience of ancient civilizations influenced life in the modern world?

PA  STANDARDS STUDENTS WILL ACHIEVE IN THIS COURSE:

     Civics and Government

5.1.6A Explain the purpose of government.

5.1.6B Explain the importance of the rule of law for the protection of individual rights and the common good of the community, state, nation, and world.

5.1.6C Describe the principles and ideals shaping government.

5.1.6I Describe and compare the making of rules by direct democracy and by a republican form of government.

5.1.6K Describe the purpose of symbols and holidays

5.1.6L Explain the role of courts in resolving the principles and ideals of government.

5.2.6A Compare rights and responsibilities of citizens.

5.2.6B Explain the relationship between rights and responsibilities.

5.2.6C Explain the ways citizens resolve conflicts in society and government.

5.2.6D Describe the importance of political leadership and public service.

5.2.6E Identify examples of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

5.2.6F Describe the impact of the consequences of violating rules and laws in a civil society.

5.2.6G Explain the importance of participating in government and civic life.

5.3.6A Compare the structure, organization and operation of local, state and national governments.

5.3.6C Explain how government actions affect citizens’ daily lives.

5.3.6D Describe how local, state and national governments implement their services.

5.3.6I Describe why and how government raises money to pay for its operations and services.

5.3.6K Describe forms of government.

5.4.6 A Explain the concept of nation-states.

5.4.6B Describe how nation-states coexist in the world community.

5.4.6E Expalin how nations work together on trade.

     Economics

6.1.6A Describeand identify the characteristics of traditional, command, and market systems.

6.1.6B Explain the three basic questions that all economic systems attempt to answewr.

6.2.6A Describe market transactions in terms of goods, services, consumers, and producers.

6.2.6C Explain the function of money and its use in society.

6.2.6I Identify and describe public goods.

6.2.6J Explain the cost and benefits of taxation.

6.3.6A Explain how scarcity influences choices and behaviors.

6.3.6B Explain how limited resources and unlimites wants cause scarcity.

6.3.6C Describe the natural, human and capital resources used to produce a specific good or service.

6.4.6A Explain the advantages and disadvantages of specialization and division of labor.

6.4.6B Explain how specialization leads to more trade between people and nations.

6.4.6C Identify and define imports, exports.

6.4.6E Explain how specialization and trade lead to interdependence.

6.5.6A Recognize that the availability of goods and services is the result of work by members of the society.

      Geography

7.1.6 Describe geographic tools and their uses.

7.2.6A Describe the physical characteristics of places and regions.

7.3.6B Describe the human characteristics of places and regions by their cultural characteristics.

7.3.6C Describe the human characteristics of places and regions by their settlement characteristics.

7.3.6D Describe the human characteristics of places and regions by their economic activities.

7.4.6A Describe the impacts of physical systems on people.

7.4.6B Describe the impacts of people on physical systems.

     History

8.1.6A Understand chronological thinking and distinguish past, present and future time.

8.1.6B Explain and analyze historical sources.

8.1.6C Explain the fundamentals of historical interpretation.

8.1.6D Describe and explain historical research.

8.4.3A Identify and explain how individuals and groups made significant political and cultural contributions to world history.


Africa – Nefertiti


Asia – Hammurabi


Europe – Julius Ceasar

8.4.3B Identify historic sites and material artifacts important to world history.


Africa – pyramids, treasures of Tutankhamen, Nefertiti’s sculpture


Asia – Code of Hammurabi


Europe – Acropolis

8.4.3C Compare similarities and differences between earliest civilizations and life today.

8.4.3D Identify how conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations affected world history.

	Scope and Sequence

	September
	Opening Activities

Geo-challenge

Investigating the past

Chapter 3, Hunters and Gatherers
	Essay
Compare and contrast “Before and After: Hunters and Gatherers vs. Farmers

	October – Beginning of November
	Mesopatamia Chapters 4, 5, 

and (6 - Focus on Hammurabi’s Code of Laws)
	Chart/Poster
Relate 10 laws from Hammurabi’s Code of Laws with 10 modern day laws.

	November and December
	Egypt 7 (7.4 out), 8, 9

and (10 – Focus on 3rd essential question)
	Question # 3
How do members of a civilization relate to non-members?

	December thru February
	Chapters 13, 14, 15 and 16
	Web Quest
Compare and contrast Hindu and Buddhism.

	March thru 2nd or 3rd week in May
	Greece Chapters 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31
	Athens vs. Sparta Essay
Where would your rather live?

	End of May thru End of School Year
	Final Assessment – DO NOT TEACH
Ancient China - Chapters 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24
	Examine China through the five features of a civilization.


Course of Study:
Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations
	NESHAMINY STANDARD #1 - Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Mesopotamian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilizations.

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	1. Explain the development and the advantages of moving from a hunter-gatherer culture to an agrarian based civilization.


	1. Hunter gathering groups began to settle on land that offered abundance of food needed.  As they became more attached to one place they began building longer lasting homes, mortars and bins as a means to store the surplus of food. These permanent items furthered the attachment to the land and made movement both more difficult and less desirable. They began to learn more about their environment, the habits of the animals and the various uses for indigenous plants.  This understanding led to the domestication of plants and animals makes possible the beginning of agriculture.      


	1. Flow Chart showing development from Hunter-Gatherer culture to an agrarian based civilization. This organizer should be completed either as you progress through the unit or as one activity at the conclusion of the cultural material. (See Appendix)




Course of Study:
Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	NESHAMINY STANDARD #1 - Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Mesopotamian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilizations.

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	2. State and define the five characteristics of a civilization.

3. Identify examples of the five characteristics as they are found in the early Mesopotamian societies. 


	Advantages of moving from a hunter-gatherer to an agrarian based civilization include surplus food supply, security, permanence, specialized labor and a growth of population.  As more food becomes available the population grows.  With more members in the population, individuals begin to take on different roles and jobs.

2. Civilizations are complex societies that usually have these five characteristics or features:

·  stable food supply (production of food sufficient to supply all the people all the time), 

·  system of government (an organized way of making and enforcing decisions), 

· specialization of labor (people engage in various non-agricultural occupations and jobs as a result of the surplus from the stable food supply) , 

· social levels (different classes or groups of people in which some are richer and more powerful than others), 

· highly developed culture with art, architecture, writing, literature, music, religion, technology, recreation and leisure.

3. Examples of the five characteristics of civilization found in  Mesopotamia are:

· For their stable food supply they used irrigation with dams, canals and man-made lakes to turn the dry land into fertile plains.  They grew wheat, barley, and dates; they made dairy products, raised sheep and used wool.  Farmers grew a surplus of food to be traded and for use during times of drought.


	2. Teacher and/or student generated mnemonic device listing and defining the five characteristics of a civilization. (See Appendix)

3. Chart indicating the five features of civilization to be filled in with examples for each for Mesopotamia. (See Appendix)

· Group jigsaw activity on “The Remarkable Sumerians” (Ch.6.1)

· Use activities for Hammurabi’s Code. (See Appendix)

· Read Ludmila Zeman’s Gilgamesh The King and writing activity with English. (See Appendix)

· Play the Sumerian board game. (See Appendix)

4. 


Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	NESHAMINY STANDARD #1 - Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Mesopotamian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilizations.

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	
	· For their system of government (which was combined with their religion) priests planned and operated the irrigation systems, gathered work crews, appointed inspectors, settled arguments, stored surplus grain, distributed grain during droughts, collected taxes, prayed and made sacrifices to their Gods.  Later, military leaders needed for protection from invaders, led to the rise of kings who then rules the city-states

· For their specialization of labor, they had many different jobs such as priests, farmers, brick makers, canal builders, butchers, potters, artisans, administrators, herders, metal workers, traders, merchants, doctors, etc.

· For their social levels they had three different classes.  The priests and government officials were at the top; the artisans, merchants, and farmers were in the middle; laborers and slaves were at the bottom.  The rich lived in two-story houses with courtyards, while most people lived in small closely packed mud-brick houses on narrow, winding streets.

· For their highly developed culture, they had examples of architecture, writing, art, literature, music, religion, technology, recreation and leisure.  
The architecture consisted of mud-brick houses (small, windowless and closely packed), two-story houses with courtyards, temples, royal palaces, marketplaces, etc.  

For writing they used a system of bulla and tokens to record trade transactions, which eventually led to the invention of writing.  Cuneiform may be the world’s first writing.  It consisted of over 600 “wedged-shaped” symbols, which were pressed into wet clay with a reed stylus.  


	


Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	NESHAMINY STANDARD #1 - Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Mesopotamian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilizations.

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	4. Locate geographical features important to the development of ancient Mesopotamia.Describe the crucial role the Tigris and Euphrates rivers played in the development of the Mesopotamian civilization.

5. Explain how the five characteristics work together to unify early Mesopotamian societies.


	Their art was created to serve their gods.  They made sculptures for the temples, statues of priests, kings and heroes (like Gilgamesh), gold and silver good luck charms, carved cylinder seals, etc.

For literature, they wrote Gilgamesh, the world’s first epic poem (a long story about a hero).

For music, they had musical instruments, such as the lyre.

For their religion (which was combined with their governments), they had priests who performed many duties (see “Government”).  They were polytheistic, believing in many gods.  They believed that the gods controlled everything.  They believed it was their life’s purpose to serve and please their gods.

Their advances in technology included their irrigation system, the writing system, the wheel, plow, sailboat, and bronze (copper and tin mixed to make a harder metal to make stronger weapons and tools).

For leisure and recreation they had board games and musical instruments.

4. Locate and label the geographic features identified in the materials in the appropriate appendix.

5. The Tigris and Euphrates rivers are part of the “Fertile Crescent” within which the geographic conditions created a suitable environment for the Mesopotamian civilization to develop.  The periodic yet unpredictable flooding of these rivers deposited rich nutrients and minerals in the soil leading to high yields of crops.  The use of these waters to irrigate expanded the amount of land that could be farmed.


	4. Map review on “Continents and Major Bodies of Water (Oceans, Seas & Gulfs”) and map of the “First Civilizations” - color and label maps with select landforms and waterforms.  Quiz on each map with a cumulative test each marking period. (See Appendix)

5. Complete the “Problem Solving G.O.” showing Goal, Obstacles and Solution for Mesopotamian civilization. (See Appendix)




Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	NESHAMINY STANDARD #1 - Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Mesopotamian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilizations.

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	6. Explain why early Mesopotamian city-states evolved into empires in order to better satisfy the needs of their people. 

7. Point out the achievements of the ancient Mesopotamians that contributed to the development of western civilization.  Explain which of these contributions you believe is the most important in the development of our civilization. 


	6. The interaction of the five characteristics of a civilization created a unified society. The success of the culture fostered the growth of populations, the development of cities, technological advancement, trade, sense of identity and security.


7. The continuing success of Mesopotamian civilizations resulted in population growth, which required additional resources (land, minerals, power, influence, etc.).  The need to secure additional resources led to expansion.  When this expansion brought more than one culture into contact with another, the outcomes varied between peaceful trade relationships and forceful control over others.  The first empires evolved when one nation conquered several other nations.

8. The achievements of the Mesopotamian includes the development of writing, system of irrigation, centralized government (including a written code of law), organized religion, advances in literature (epic poetry), architecture (the ziggurat), astronomy (moon-based calendar), mathematics  (place value in mathematics, 60-minute hour), and inventions such as the wheel, the plow, the sailboat, and bronze for stronger tools and weapons).-


	6. Divide students into groups with each of the five characteristic of civilization represented in each group.  Present each group with a problem (feeding the people, defending the people…) that faces the civilization.  Students must decide which characteristics are necessary to solve the problem.  Class discussion at the conclusion of the activity will establish that all five characteristics are necessary to solve all problems.

7. Discuss what happens when a society can solve all of its major problems (using the characteristics of a civilization).  The resulting population growth will produce pressures for expansion as in the case of Sargon of Akkad. Construct a flow-chart G.O. to record this information.

8. Brainstorm a list of the achievements of the ancient Mesopotamians.  Discuss how each achievement has contributed to our society.  Students then select the one they believe has the greatest influence on their life (our civilization) and explain their choice.




Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	NESHAMINY STANDARD #1 - Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Mesopotamian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilizations.

	Assessment for Course Standards

Students use the graphic organizers produced in steps 6 and 8 to write an essay (to be completed at home, using the writing process) responding to the prompt, “Explain how each of the five characteristics of civilization works to satisfy the needs of the people and provide an example of each from Mesopotamia.”

Other suggestions include an in-class 5-paragraph essay explaining three of the five characteristics or a test requiring the students to fill in or produce a graphic organizer presenting the information from steps 6 and 8.

Mini-Assessment for Every Civilization – To help prepare for the Egyptian Assessment, students will explain one of the five features within a civilization and create a poster.  After completing the unit and filling out the five features of a civilization sheet, students will be placed in home teams of five and be assigned to one of the five features.  Home teams will design a poster with the following criteria: name the civilization, state and define their feature, illustrate their feture using specific examples with labels and captions, create a graphic organizer connecting the features to one of the other five features, present their poster to the class.


	Materials/Technology for Course Standards

Preview ALL materials before using them with students. 

1. Textbook A Message of Ancient Days (Ch. 5 Lesson 3, Ch. 6)

2. CD-ROM “Ancient Origins.”  

3. Internet accessible “Interactive Geography.”

4. See Appended teacher-produced materials.

5. Gilgamesh The King by Ludmila Zeman (and two other selections.)

6. PBS video “Iraq: The Cradle of Civilization.”

7. Review “TrackStar” List of Web Sites (See Appendix)



	Remediation Strategies

1. Redesign teacher materials at various levels.

2. Work with resource and support teachers to adapt basic curriculum.

3. Seek remedial support for student from reading specialist.

4. Seek remedial writing support from team English teacher.

5. Opportunity to redo assignment to increase proficiency.

6. Extend support to student during Instructional Opportunity Period.

7. Review relevant rubric with the student to clarify the meaning of the standards and strategize possible improvements in student performance.


	Enrichment Strategies

1. Further reading selections listed on p.167 of text.

2. See teacher’s edition of text for additional ideas.

3. Use the Internet or current newspaper or magazine articles to examine the current state of civilization in Iraq.

4. “Social Studies Projects For The Gifted Student” by Susan B. Ouzts, grades 5-9.




	Course of Study:  Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations


	STANDARD #2:
	Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Indian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilizations.

	Student Learning

Benchmarks/Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge


	Suggested Student Learning Performances



	Identify examples of the five characteristics as they are found in the early Indian societies.
	· For their stable ford supply they used the rivers to form.  They grew barley, dates, melons, cotton, peas, rice, sesame seeds and wheat.  They also ate fish and shrimp from the rivers. 

· Their system of government was combined with religion.  Ruler kept India unified through wide edicts that promoted Buddhism, general welfare, justice and security.
	· Complete the five features chart.

· Complete the five features poster.

· Comparison essay on Hinduism and Buddhism

	Locate geographical features important to the development of Ancient India.
	Explore the eight physical features of the Indian subcontinent.  

Explain how the varied landscape affected life in that area.
	· History Alive Interactive Notebook

	
	· For specialization of labor, they had many different jobs such as: (Brahmin) priests, kings, warriors, merchants, lawmakers, herders, and the untouchables who did the lowly “dirty” jobs.
	


	Course of Study:  Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations


	STANDARD #2:
	Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Indian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilizations.

	Student Learning

Benchmarks/Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge


	Suggested Student Learning Performances



	
	· For their social levels they had five levels (a caste system):

· Brahmins (religious scholars)

· Kshatriyas (lawmakers, warriors)

· Vaishyas (herders and merchants

· Shudras (workers)

· Untouchables (handled garbage)

· For the highly developed culture they had examples of architecture, writing, art, literature, music, religion, technology, recreation and leisure.  

· For writing they developed Senskrit around 1000 B.C.  

· For art they had statues and beads.  Clay models made of terracotta, along with paintings, sculptures, and metal work.

· For literature they wrote poetry, fables, folktales, and plays.

· For music they had sacred songs.

· For architecture they built mud-brick houses, walled fortresses, and the citadel.  A stupa was a domed structure.  There were Hindu temples.

· For technology they had an extensive sewer system, the Great Bath.

· For religion they had two main belief systems: Hinduism which came first and Buddhism which was used to unify the empire for the first time.

· For recreation and leisure they had chess, dice and board games.
	


	Course of Study:  Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	STANDARD #2:
	Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Indian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilizations.

	Assessment for Standards

Students use graphic organizers to write an essay responding to the prompt.  

· Explain how each of the five characteristics of civilization works to satisfy the needs of the people and provide an example of each from India.
	Materials/Technology for Standards

· Testbook History Alive chapters 13 to 18

· British museum website

http://www.ancientindia.co.uk/index.html
also:

http://www.members.aol.com/Donnclass/India.re.html 



	Remediation Strategies

· Seek remedial support from English teacher and reading specialist.

· Opportunity to redo assignment to increase proficiency

· Extend support during IOP.
	Enrichment Strategies
· See teacher’s edition of text for additional ideas.

· See website.


Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	NESHAMINY STANDARD #3: Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Greek society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilization.

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	1. Identify examples of the five characteristics as they are found in the ancient Greek society. 

2. Locate geographical features important to the development of ancient Greece.

3. Explain how the geography influenced the development of civilization in ancient Greece.        

4. Trace the development of democracy in Athens and explain how Athenian democracy worked.  

5.  Explain the beliefs and customs and myths that all Greeks shared.

6. Compare and contrast Athens and Sparta.

7. Discuss the ideas of the major philosophers of ancient Greece.

8. Explain why early Greek city-states evolved into empires in order to satisfy the needs of their people. Explain why Greece became a target for invasion by Persians and Macedonians. 

9. Point out the achievements of the ancient Greeks that contributed to the development of western civilization.  Explain which of these contributions you believe is the most important in the development of our civilization. 


	1. A. Examples of the five characteristics of civilization found in Greek civilization are: 

· For their stable food supply they grew grapes and olives fished and became excellent sea traders. 

·  For their system of government they had independent city-states each with its own governmental system. (Such as, monarchy, oligarchy, tyranny, democracy). 

· For their specialization of labor, they had an extensive variety of trades and professions. 

· For their social levels, they had rulers, aristocrats, citizens, metics and slaves.

·  For their highly developed culture, they had the Parthenon, the Iliad and the Odyssey, drama competitions, religious festivals…

1. B. Note that the Greeks thought that anyone who did not speak Greek was “barbarian,” ie. “An outsider.” The Greeks made slaves of the people they conquered in war because they were not Greek.

(This is only a sampling of the many examples to be found in the text.  See appendix.)

2. Locate and label the geographic features identified in the materials in the appropriate appendix.

3.  The geography of Greece as a mountainous peninsula influenced the development of every aspect of Greek civilization… (Ch.11.1)

4. Athenian government developed through the stages of monarchy, oligarchy, tyranny and democracy… (Ch.11.2)

5.  Review the meaning of polytheism; explain roles of the gods in Greek society and the religious practices of the Greeks. Discuss the narrative and moral (theme) of several Greek myths…


	1 Chart indicating the five features of civilization to be filled in with examples for each for Greek civilization. This organizer should be completed either as you progress through the unit or as one activity at the conclusion of the cultural material. Have the students explain “What it means to be a Greek,” and use these paragraphs to introduce the concepts of “insider and outsider” as used in Enduring Understanding #3. (See Appendix)

· Group jigsaw activity using supplemental reading to construct a G.O. on Greek Houses, city-states, home life, agora, markets and shops and schools.

2. Map of Greece- color and label map with select landforms and waterforms.  Quiz on map with a cumulative test each marking period. (See Appendix)

3. Complete the “Problem Solving G.O.” showing goal, obstacles and solution for Greek civilization. (See Appendix)

4. Use the simulation and G.O. of the development of democracy. (See Appendix)

5. “Information Game Cards” activity to review the gods and goddesses.

· Show Clash of the Titans and complete the corresponding activities. Read selected Greek myths and complete corresponding activities. (See Appendix)

· Read supplemented Greek myths and have the students record literary elements.  Each group reads additional myths, records the elements and acts out their myth for the class.

· Students will create their own myth.




Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	NESHAMINY STANDARD #3: Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Greek society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilization.

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	
	6. Athens and Sparta were both powerful Greek city-states, which shared the heritage of Greek culture. These similarities allowed the Greeks to unite in their opposition to and defeat of the Persians… Athens and Sparta were very different societies in their government, economy, education, social relationships, child rearing practices, etc… These differences resulted from the contrast between the narrow militaristic culture of the Spartans and the more broadly philosophical, democratic culture of the Athenians… these differences eventually lead to the Peloponnesian War…

7. Greek civilization produced philosophers such as Socrates, Plato, Aristotle… 

8. As the Greek city-states grew larger and more successful, they experienced the need for more land and resources. This brought them into conflict with one another in the limited geography of the Greek peninsula… Larger and more successful Greek city-states became targets for the expanding Persian empire in the east and the Macedonians in the north… After Alexander conquers Greece he spreads Greek culture throughout his Empire. Explain the techniques that Alexander used to consolidate and expand the influence of Greek civilization…

9. The achievements and lasting influence of the Greeks are democracy and the value of the individual, philosophy, classical architecture, comedies and tragedies…


	6. Make a Venn diagram to compare and contrast Athens and Sparta. Use the conflict resolution activity to analyze the issues of the Peloponnesian War. (See Appendix)

7. Explain the ideas of selected Greek philosophers and do the scored discussion of students’ reactions to those ideas. (See Appendix)

8. Cause and effect analysis of how the increasing sophistication of the characteristics of civilization led to increasing population and pressures for expansion. Construct a flow-chart G.O. to record this information.

9. See Assessment below.




Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	NESHAMINY STANDARD #3: Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Greek society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilization.

	Assessment for Course Standards

Brainstorm a list of the achievements of the ancient Greeks under  “2. Government” and  “5. Highly Developed Culture” from the Five Features G.O.  Discuss how each achievement has contributed to our society. Teacher identifies the most important achievements.  Students then select the three that they believe has the greatest influence on their life (our civilization) and explain their choice. (5 paragraph essay)

Mini-Assessment for Every Civilization – To help prepare for the Egyptian Assessment, students will explain one of the five features within a civilization and create a poster.  After completing the unit and filling out the five features of a civilization sheet, students will be placed in home teams of five and be assigned to one of the five features.  Home teams will design a poster with the following criteria: name the civilization, state and define their feature, illustrate their feture using specific examples with labels and captions, create a graphic organizer connecting the features to one of the other five features, present their poster to the class.

	Materials/Technology for Course Standards

Preview ALL materials before using them with students. 

1. Textbook A Message of Ancient Days (Ch.11and 12)

2. CD-ROM “Ancient Origins.” 

3. Internet accessible “Interactive Geography.”

4. See Appended teacher-produced materials 

5. Film. The Clash of the Titans.”

6. Mr. Donn’s Ancient Greece Unit http://members.aol.com/DonnAnCiv/Greece.html
7. Great Greek Gods and Goddesses with Activities by Patricia Rowe Gilkerson and Kathy Zaun



	Remediation Strategies

1. Redesign teacher materials at various levels.

2. Work with resource and support teachers to adapt basic curriculum.

3. Seek remedial support for student from reading specialist.

4. Seek remedial writing support from team English teacher.

5. Opportunity to redo assignment to increase proficiency.

6. Extend support to student during Instructional Opportunity Period.

7. Review relevant rubric with the student to clarify the meaning of the standards and strategize possible improvements in student performance.


	Enrichment Strategies

1. Further reading selections listed on p.307 of text.

2. See teacher’s edition of text for additional ideas.

3. Use the Internet or current newspaper or magazine articles to examine the current state of civilization in Greece.




Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilizations

	NESHAMINY STANDARD #4:  .

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	1. Identify examples of the five characteristics as they are found in the ancient Roman society. 

2. Locate geographical features important to the development of ancient Rome.

3. Explain how the geography influenced the development of civilization in ancient Rome.

4. Explain the influence of Greece on Rome (Greco-Roman culture). 

5. Trace the progression of Rome from city-state to Republic to Empire. Explain the internal and external struggles that occurred during the rise of the Roman Republic. Explain how Rome was able to control the Mediterranean World.

6. Explain the interaction of Judaism and Christianity and the Roman religion in ancient Rome.

7. Explain the decline and fall of the Roman Empire.

8. Point out the achievements of the ancient Romans that contributed to the development of western civilization.  Explain which of these contributions you believe is the most important in the development of our civilization. 


	(a) A. Examples of the five characteristics of civilization found in Roman civilization are: 

· For their stable food supply they grew grapes, grains and olives. Additional needed grain came from a mixture of trade and tribute…

·  For their system of government of the city-state of Rome changed from a monarchy to a republic to a dictatorship…

· For their specialization of labor, they had an extensive variety of trades, civilian professions, and military specialties…

· For their social levels, they had three social classes:  the elite class, the “more humble” class, and the slaves…

·  For their highly developed culture, they had the Colosseum and the Aeneid, gladiator fights…

1. B. Note that the Romans thought that anyone who not a citizen of the Roman Empire was “barbarian,” ie. “an outsider.” The Romans extended citizenship to conquered peoples who pledged loyalty to the Empire.

(This is only a sampling of the many examples to be found in the text.  See appendix.)

(b) Locate and label the geographic features identified in the materials in the appropriate appendix.

(c)  Rome’s location atop the hill, along the Tiber river, in the middle of the Italian Peninsula, centrally located in the Mediterranean, at the intersection of Europe, Asia, and Africa allowed for its expansion from city-state to empire… 

(d) Greek influence was integral to the development of Roman culture. Greek ideas, art, and customs became part of Rome’s heritage. (ie. Romans adopted Greek religion and simply changed the names of gods and goddesses)…


	1. Chart indicating the five features of civilization to be filled in with examples for each for Roman civilization. This organizer should be completed either as you progress through the unit or as one activity at the conclusion of the cultural material. Have the students explain “What it means to be a Roman,” and use these paragraphs to introduce the concepts of “insider and outsider” as used in Enduring Understanding #3. (See Appendix) 

2. Map of the Roman Empire- color and label map with select landforms and waterforms.  Quiz on map with a cumulative test each marking period. (See Appendix)

3. Self-guided map activity showing Rome’s geographic features and important location.

4. Make a web G.O. showing the Greek influence on the Romans in art, literature, religion and architecture. 

5. Time-lapsed geographic expansion map activity.  Write a narrative paragraph explaining the events (internal and external struggles) that stimulated the expansion shown in each stage in the development of the Roman Empire.

6. Make a Venn diagram to compare and contrast Christianity and Judaism (review from Israelites).
 Make a “T-Chart” comparing Judaism and Christianity to Roman religion.
 Complete the timeline tracing the Roman response to the rise of Christianity.




Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilization
	NESHAMINY STANDARD #4:  Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Roman society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilization.

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	
	(e) As time passed Rome faced internal (the plebians struggled to gain equal rights) and external (Rome struggled to gain control over its neighbors) challenges and successes (with their highly disciplined and valued military and by treating conquered peoples as allies) which required changes in the government from monarchy to republic to empire…  

(f) Christianity is a monotheistic religion that grew out of Judaism. Their monotheism clashed the polytheism of the Romans, which led to their persecution…  

(g) As the Roman Empire became larger and larger the problems it faced also grew larger and larger and the Roman people grew further and further away from the values and way of life which had made early Rome successful.  These developments weakened Roman society from within.  Eventually Rome was an empty shell unable to defend against the external pressure of barbarians… (In 476 A.D. the Romans lost the Battle of Adrianople which marked the fall of the Roman Empire and the beginning of the Dark Ages…)

(h) The achievements and lasting influence of the Romans are a republic form of government, legal administration (a legal system of courts, judges and lawyers based on individual rights), military organization and engineering skills…


	7.  On a chart, list the 5 major causes of the fall of the Roman Empire, identify the conditions in Rome for each and discuss similar conditions in the United States today.  (See appendix) Compare and contrast conditions today with those in the Roman Empire using current news articles.  Give each group a current problem to solve and share their results with the class.  Use a scored discussion to debate the solutions. 

8. Make a web G.O. showing the Roman achievements in the areas of military, engineering, law. Discuss how each achievement has contributed to our society. Students then select the one they believe has the greatest influence on their life (our civilization) and explain their choice. 




Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilization
	NESHAMINY STANDARD #4:  Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Roman society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people and identify influences on modern western civilization.

	Assessment for Course Standards

Students will use the five features of Roman civilization chart and an extension to that chart which records the developments in Roman civilization which weakened Roman society to analyze the decline and fall of the Empire.  The students will then write an essay responding to the prompt “Explain how the decline of each feature of their civilization caused the fall of the Roman Empire.” 

Mini-Assessment for Every Civilization – To help prepare for the Egyptian Assessment, students will explain one of the five features within a civilization and create a poster.  After completing the unit and filling out the five features of a civilization sheet, students will be placed in home teams of five and be assigned to one of the five features.  Home teams will design a poster with the following criteria: name the civilization, state and define their feature, illustrate their feture using specific examples with labels and captions, create a graphic organizer connecting the features to one of the other five features, present their poster to the class.


	
Materials/Technology for Course Standards

Preview ALL materials before using them with students. 

1. Textbook A Message of Ancient Days (Ch.13, 14 and 15)

2. CD-ROM “Ancient Origins” and “Caesar II.”

3. Internet accessible “Interactive Geography.”

4. See Appended teacher-produced materials 

5. Film. “The History of War” from TLC.



	Remediation Strategies

1. Redesign teacher materials at various levels.

2. Work with resource and support teachers to adapt basic curriculum.

3. Seek remedial support for student from reading specialist.

4. Seek remedial writing support from team English teacher.

5. Opportunity to redo assignment to increase proficiency.

6. Extend support to student during Instructional Opportunity Period.

7. Review relevant rubric with the student to clarify the meaning of the standards and strategize possible improvements in student performance.


	Enrichment Strategies

1. Further reading selections listed on p. 405 of text.

2. See teacher’s edition of text for additional ideas.

3. City. David Macauley. Detailed illustrations of a Roman city explain the Roman approach to construction and planning.
4. Use the Internet or current newspaper or magazine articles to examine the current state of civilization in Rome.




Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilization
	NESHAMINY STANDARD #5:  Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Egyptian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people.

	Student Learning

Indicators
	Essential Content, Skills, Knowledge
	Suggested Learning Activities

and Instructional Strategies

	1. Identify examples of the five characteristics as they are found in the ancient Egyptian society. 

2. Locate geographical features important to the development of ancient Egypt.

3. Describe the crucial role the Nile River played in the development of the Egyptian civilization.

4. Explain how the five characteristics work together to unify early Egyptian society.

5. Point out the achievements of the ancient Egyptians.  Explain which of these contributions you believe is the most important or interesting. 


	1. Examples of the five characteristics of civilization found in Egypt are:

· For their stable food supply the Egyptians relied upon the yearly flooding of the Nile to irrigate and fertilize the narrow strip of land along the banks of the Nile to produce their crops.

· For their system of government (which was combined with their religion) the Egyptians had kings which were called pharaohs who ruled with absolute authority.

· For their specialization of labor, they had priests, farmers, scribes, and government officials…

· For their social levels, they had a social pyramid described on page 197.

· For their highly developed culture, they had pyramids, hieroglyphics, tomb paintings, and mummification…

(This is only a sampling of the many examples to be found in the text.  See appendix)

2. Locate and label the geographic features identified in the materials in the appropriate appendix.

3. The yearly flooding of the Nile influenced every aspect of Egyptian civilization…( See appendix)

4. The interaction of the five characteristics of a civilization created a unified society. The success of the culture fostered the growth of populations, technological advancement, trade, sense of identity and security.

5. The achievements of Egyptians included hieroglyphics, mummification, and pyramids…


	1. Chart indicating the five features of civilization to be filled in with examples for each for Egyptian civilization. This organizer should be completed either as you progress through the unit or as one activity at the conclusion of the cultural material. (See Appendix)

2. Map of Egypt - color and label map with select landforms and waterforms.  Quiz on map with a cumulative test each marking period. (See Appendix)

3. Complete the “Problem Solving G.O.” showing Goal, Obstacles and Solution for Egyptian civilization. (See Appendix)

4. Students should fill in examples of civilization characteristics on the Graphic Organizer (G.O.) (See Appendix)

5. Teacher directed lessons on all the most interesting aspects of Egyptian culture such as, religion, government, economics and art from which the students will derive examples of each characteristic of a civilization from which the students will continue to fill in the G.O. (suggested time 4 days)  

Play a revised version of the Mummy’s Message in which the questions have been rewritten to focus on examples of civilization characteristics in Egyptian society.  Given the structure of this game, the students will have the opportunity to complete G.O. 2 (suggested time 2 days) (See Appendix)

Brainstorm a list of the achievements of the ancient Egyptians.  Discuss how or if each achievement has contributed to our society.  Students then select the one they believe is the most important or interesting and explain their choice.




Course of Study: Understanding The Messages of Ancient Civilization
	NESHAMINY STANDARD #5:  Analyze how the five characteristics of civilization manifest themselves in the ancient Egyptian society and explain how each characteristic works to satisfy the needs of the people.

	Assessment for Course Standards

Students will respond to a traditional multiple choice and short answer test.  See appendix. 

DISTRICT ASSESSMENT – UNCOVERING EGYPT
   In teams, students create a five-room exhibit of Ancient Egypt using the five features of a civilization.  Each team consists of an agriculturist, a political scientist, a sociologist, a labor analyst, and an anthropologist.

   Each room must contain a three-dimensional artifact relating to your feature.  The artifact must not be larger than 81/2 x 11 sheet of paper.  Artifacts must be colorful,historically accurate and detailed.

   Write a proposal explaining how the exhibit il;lustrates the five features of Egypt’s civilization.  This is a five-paragraph essay.

   Oral presentation to sell the museum committee on your design.


	Materials/Technology for Course Standards

Preview ALL materials before using them with students. 

1. Visit the following websites -  Ancient Egypt http://www.richmond.edu/~ed344/98/egypt/-Daily Life In Ancient Civilizations http://members.aol.com/Donnclass/indexlife.html- Life in Ancient Egypt-http://www.clpgh.org/cmnh/tours/egypt/walton.html-  The Splendors of Ancient Egypt- http://www.chron.com/content/interactive/voyager/egypt/tour/index.html
2.  Virtual “Tut’s Tomb” at Internet address…

3. Pyramid. David Macauley. Detailed illustration of an Egyptian pyramid.



	Remediation Strategies


	Enrichment Strategies
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