Drama Vocabulary

	Vocabulary Term
	Definition
	Picture

	Blocking
	The planning and working out of the movements of actors on stage.
	

	Concentration
	The ability of the actor/actress to be “in” character – that is, to be like the character s/he is portraying – in dialogue, attitude, etc.
	

	Characterization
	The development and portrayal of a personality through thought, action, dialogue, costuming, and makeup.
	

	Collaboration
	Two or more people working together in a joint intellectual effort.

	

	Cheat
	When an actor turns his/her face or entire body out to an audience to be seen better; audience recognition.

	

	 Cue
	A signal, either verbal or physical, that indicates something else, such as a line of dialogue or an entrance, is to happen.
	

	Dialogue
	The conversation between actors on stage.
	

	Improvisation
	A spontaneous style of theatre through which scenes are created without advance rehearsal or a script.
	

	Mime
	An incident art form based on pantomime in which conventionalized gestures are used to express ideas rather than represent actions; also, a performer of mime.
	

	Pantomime
	Acting without words through facial expression, gesture, and movement.

	

	Props
	Items carried on stage by an actor.

	

	Puppetry
	Almost anything brought to life by human hands to create a performance.  Types of puppets include rod, hand, and marionette.

	

	Script
	The written text of a play.
	

	Stage Direction
	Center stage, stage left, and stage right are examples of this.  See parts of stage on the following page for clarification.

	

	Tableau
	A silent and motionless depiction of a scene created by actors, often from a picture.

	


PARTS OF A STAGE


