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Why close Lower South? 
The closure of Lower Southampton Elementary  is 
part of an extensive Road Map plan already 
under way throughout the district to match 
building capacities with a student population 
that has declined considerably over the past 20 
years. This plan also includes modernizing and 
increasing efficiency in the remaining school 
buildings to enhance comfort, efficiency and 
safety for all students and staff, while increasing 
educational resources without creating new 
burdens for taxpayers. 
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Why close Lower South? 
u Lower Southampton Elementary School is the 

oldest in the district, and would require 
extensive renovations and upgrades to bring it 
to modern standards of efficiency and safety. 

u The new Tawanka Elementary School on 
Brownsville Road (scheduled August 2016 
opening) was planned to absorb the student 
population from Lower South. 

u New Tawanka is in close proximity to 
neighborhoods currently served by Lower 
South, minimizing transportation challenges 
and costs. 
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Questions to be answered 
Ø  How will elementary school feeder patterns change as a 

result of this closing? 
Feeder plans will be examined with the goal of preserving the current 
historical and geographic patterns, which now have all Lower South 
students attending Poquessing Middle School. Some students 
attending Tawanka from other parts of the district might feed into a 
different middle school based on their own geographic location and 
historic feeder patterns. 

Ø  Will all current Lower Southampton ES neighborhoods 
attend the new Tawanka Elementary School? 

Yes, current plans call for all neighborhoods now served by Lower 
South to attend the new Tawanka Elementary School. 
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Questions to be answered 
Ø  What will happen to the closed building? 

The District will seek to maximize usage and revenue from the 
building through a lease or sale under the direction of the School 
Board. The district will continue to maintain the building until a sale 
or lease is completed and other arrangements for maintenance 
made. 

Ø  What will happen if Lower Southampton remains open? 
The Road Map was implemented with the closure of three existing 
elementary school buildings in mind, one of which has already been 
closed. Should one or both buildings currently proposed for closure 
not be closed, the district will face costly inefficiencies due to 
underutilization of school buildings. In addition, Lower Southampton 
Elementary School would require significant investment in 
renovation to bring it up to modern standards of efficiency, comfort 
and safety should it remain open. 
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7 School Lane 

Trevose, PA 19053 
 

 Lower Southampton Elementary School was built 
in 1950, making it the oldest school building 
currently in use at Neshaminy School District. It has 
not been significantly renovated or expanded 
since 1966, when the gymnasium and extra 
classrooms were added to the building. 
 As of October 2015, the school serves 426 
students in grades K-4. It is the second smallest 
school in the district after Oliver Heckman 
Elementary School. 
 The school is located between the Lower 
Southampton Township complex and Route 213 in 
Trevose. 

Lower Southampton 
Elementary School 

Site Size 
15 acres 

 
Building size 
55,596 sq. ft. 

 
Construction date 

1950 
 

Last renovation / expansion 
1966 

 
PDE regular capacity 

550 
 

Max practical capacity 
554 
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u Capture consolidation savings as soon as 
possible 

u Upgrade facilities across the district 
u Maximize improvements; minimize costs 
u Minimize disruption to operations 

Lower Southampton 
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Neshaminy School District 
Consolidation and Improvement Goals 

 

9 



2014   2015    2016          2017 

Close Samuel 
Everitt ES 

New Tawanka ES construction 

GESA renovations to 
Sandburg, Schweitzer 
and Hoover 

New Tawanka ES opens 

GESA renovations to 
Ferderbar, Poquessing 
(summer, 2016) 

Lower Southampton 
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Neshaminy School District 
Road Map timeline 

 

Close Oliver 
Heckman ES 
(proposed) 

Close Lower 
 Southampton ES 
(proposed) 

Implement 
K-4 (ES) and 5-8 
(MS) grade 
configuration 
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Lower Southampton 
Elementary School 

District-wide K-4 enrollment 

* The total enrollment in 2014 and 2015 reflects an expansion of the kindergarten population due to 
the addition of a full-day kindergarten program in 2014.  
 

*
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Renovation estimates 

PlanCon Level Renovation – Low Case 

PlanCon Level Renovation – High Case 

Note: This estimate is limited to 
replacement of building systems 
such as HVAC, electrical, 
plumbing, life safety, roofing and 
repairs of deferred maintenance 
items. This estimate specifically 
excludes programmatic 
enhancements, sprinkler 
installation and ADA upgrades. 
Also, this estimate does not 
include inflationary costs from 
August, 2014 (the date it was 
developed) to the intended 
date of work.  
 
This estimate includes phased 
construction and the use of 
temporary classrooms for an 
occupied renovation. 
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A major consideration in the decision of the 
Neshaminy School Board of Directors to 
construct the new Tawanka Elementary School is 
the age of the Lower Southampton Elementary 
School building and the projected cost of 
renovations.  


