THE C.D.A. Credential

The C.D.A. credential is a national credential awarded to an individual who

has successfully completed the candidate requirements (C.D.A. -Ready)

and has successfully completed the C.D.A. assessment.

Through the Family & Consumer Science Department’s “Child Development & Parenting” courses, which have a child development lab setting for 3 to 5 year olds, interested students who meet the candidate requirements can obtain their C.D.A.-Ready certification.  Upon graduation and turning 18 years old, these students can sit for the C.D.A. assessment and obtain the C.D.A. credential.  


C.D.A     +   18 years   +   Diploma   +   C.D.A. Assessment    =     C.D.A. 


Ready







            Credential
Candidate Requirements (C.D.A. -Ready)

GRADE 9:

· 120 Clock Hours of Formal Child Care Education
GRADES 10,11,12:

· 480 Clock Hours of Experience Working with Children

· One Formal Observation Working as a Lead Teacher with a Group of Children.

· Complete a Setting-Specific Documentation Collection.

Benefits of the C.D.A.

1. Students who want to work in the child care industry after high school are more qualified, more professional, have a higher quality of service, and will earn a higher wage.

2. Students who want to pursue an advanced degree in education, child development, child psychology, etc. can be matriculated into degree programs.

3. The C.D.A. will remain a part of the student’s resume.  It is good for 3 years and can be renewed for additional 5-year periods.

4. Once a student has earned their C.D.A. of one credential type, they can apply for any other by completing 45 clock hours of training and 60 hours of lab/work experience in that area.

